THE RETREAT OF BRITAIN
of Libya, has anxiously watched the successful aggres-
sion that has made Italy mistress of an East Airican
empire marching for hundreds of miles with the
Anglo-Egyptian Sudan* The mineral wealth of her
conquest, its capacity for agricultural development, its
suitability for European colonisation - all these may be
exaggerated; but not its military importance as a poten-
tial reservoir of 'black armies' and as a fortress flanking
the sea route to India and the upper waters of the
Nile.
Mr. H. N. Brailsford, as representing the other poli-
tical extreme, has put (Reynold's News, August 25,
1935) two points:
If Abyssinia were to become part of a well-armed
Italian Empire, the whole strategical outlook in this
part of the world would be changed to the disadvantage
of the British Empire.
With a base here for aircraft and submarines, Italy
could bottle up the Suez Canal and control the Red
Sea, In plain words, she would command the sea-road
to India*
In vain would the British Empire hold Gibraltar,
Malta, Cyprus, Egypt and Palestine, An Italian air
force, firmly based on this Abyssinian colony, could
render all these historic possessions useless. The
Empire would have to rely on the long, slow route
round by the Cape.
To be sure Italy might be friendly. But one would
have to buy her friendship, and keep on buying it.
The Empire would be subject to perpetual blackmail.
Further, that blackmail would be amazingly re-
enforced by another consideration.
Italy would occupy and control the region round